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Deputy Leader of the Council – Councillor Julie Butler 

 

Affordable Housing and Homelessness 

After seeing a rise in the use of B&B during the past two years due to the 

Government initiative 'Everyone In' during the pandemic, the Housing Options and 

Advice team has worked hard to move households on from B&B into more suitable 

accommodation.  At the end of the quarter there were a total of 6 households in B&B 

with 3 of these being Ukraine families placed as an emergency. 4 of the 6 have 

move on plans in place for later this month. 

 
Homes for Ukraine Scheme 
  
Across East Hampshire 98 families have arrived, consisting of 197 guests.  In total 
the district is expected to receive 178 families, consisting of 405 guests.  The 
Community and Housing Teams are working together to establish and implement 
processes for rematching hosts and guests if matches do breakdown.  Contact is 
also being made with those who submitted Expressions of Interests in hosting a 
family to establish if they are still in a position to do so.  ESOL lessons are taking 
place for an 8-week period, across June to August, in Petersfield which will be a 
combination of beginners and intermediate.  Additional resource is being made 
available through Citizens Advice East Hampshire on Saturday mornings at 
Petersfield Library starting on the 16th of July and will continue during July, August 
and September. Drop-in sessions and booked appointments will be 
available. Telephone services are also available for those wanting to access advice. 
 

SWEP - Serious Weather Emergency Protocol - just a reminder that we just don't 

invoke SWEP in the Winter - due to the high temperatures during the week ending 

8th July, SWEP was invoked, and 3 single people were assisted.  If you are 

concerned about anyone you believe may be sleeping rough at any time of the year, 

please refer them to our Housing Tam who will work with partners such as Two 

Saints to ensure they are supported.   

Update on Pinewood Village Hall:  The construction phase is progressing well, 

despite suffering some lost days through adverse weather and availability of 

materials. July has seen considerable progress, with the external pods being 

erected, the solar array installed, internal structural works completing as well as 1st 

and 2nd fix electrical works.  Practical completion is slightly delayed but discussions 

with Velocity have resulted in end of August completion being very likely - I am very 

excited to see this project reaching completion and actual move in dates on the 

horizon. 

Dementia Festival 

Whilst this was some time ago, I have not been able to report on this earlier and did 

not want to miss the opportunity to update fellow Cllrs. 
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On Friday 8 April 2022, East Hampshire District Council worked in partnership with 

Dementia Friendly Petersfield to deliver the East Hampshire Dementia Festival at the 

Festival Hall in Petersfield.  

The Dementia Festival included multiple stall holders with various information, a 
Memory Café, presentations from a range of speakers and other interactive 
activities.  
 
There were several successful outcomes from the event, and these are listed below:  

 Close to 200 attendees   
 25 different Stall holders   
 2 Dementia Friend Training Sessions Delivered   
 Interactive activities including crafts and exercise sessions  
 Petersfield Dementia Choir   
 Launch of the new Dementia Directory  

We will certainly be planning one for next year. 

Since the Dementia Festival, I am happy to report we now have a regular Dementia 

Walking Football session up and running. Also, from seeing the Dementia Choir at 

the festival, a new choir has been recently launched at Whitehill and Bordon. 

Supporting Communities Fund  

 58 applications received (2 were past the deadline so 56 apps being taken 
forward) 

 Officers have completed criteria checks and scoring 
 Grants & Liaison Panel is booked for 26th July and will consider 29 

applications 

Charity Walk for Peace 

This year's charity walk for peace took place on Saturday 21st May at Hogmoor 

Inclosure for the first time. Approximately 250 people took part in the walk raising 

funds for 16 local East Hants organisations, the highest number of organisations to 

date. We are still waiting for the final amount to be totalled up, but it is estimated to 

be well about £14K so far, we are hopeful to reach our target of £20K this year. The 

amount raised will be split equally amongst this year's charities. We are waiting for 

confirmation of the final amount from the Ahmadiyya Muslim Elders Association. 

Revenues Team – Energy Rebate - £150 

Since the start of the scheme in April, we have paid out over £4.4m in Energy 

Rebate grants both Mandatory and Discretionary to over 29,000 households. 

The Revenues team have worked closely with the Customer Services Team to 

ensure the telephone lines were manned when the notification letters were sent out. 

Between the 13th and 25th of May, 1,588 calls were answered with customers 

seeking help in completing the on-line Energy Rebate application form. 
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97.1% of calls were answered in 30 seconds. We had plenty of positive feedback 

from Customers on how quick and easy it was to contact us. 

Mandatory applications for the scheme closed on the 26th of June and we are now in 

the process of crediting the rebate of £150 against the Council Tax liability for those 

customers who didn’t apply. A new Council Tax bill showing revised instalments will 

be sent during July. 

The Discretionary Energy Rebate Scheme was launched in early June, to support 
mainly those in receipt of Council Tax Support but were outside of the criteria of the 
main scheme. This scheme will close on the 15th July. 


